Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 6, 2022
The Honorable Chuck Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Patrick Leahy The Honorable Richard Shelby
Chairman Vice Chairman
Appropriations Committee Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Minority Leader McConnell, Chair Leahy, and Ranking
Member Shelby:

As you finalize the text of the omnibus appropriations package, we urge you to include the
bipartisan Conrad State 30 and Physician Access Reauthorization Act in any end-of-the-year
package.

The Association of American Medical Colleges estimates that in the next twelve years there will
be a national shortage of as many as 124,000 physicians.' We know that rural communities will
be hit hard by these shortages. Americans living in rural communities are seven times as likely as
those in urban areas to report that they are unable to get the health care they need,” and only 2%
of students in their final year of medical school say they want to live in towns with populations
under 25,000.°

For nearly 30 years, the Conrad 30 program has helped to address these shortages by bringing
thousands of American-trained physicians from other countries to medically underserved
communities. It does so by allowing foreign doctors on J-1 visas to remain in the United States
after they finish their medical training if they agree to spend three years practicing in an
underserved area.’ To date, the program has brought more than 15,000 physicians to underserved
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areas in need of doctors,” and in the most recent year that we have complete data for, more than
half of the states filled their 30 allotted slots.’

Despite the success of the program, Congress has not been able to pass a bill reauthorizing the
program for more than six years. For years, the authorization for the program has been extended
annually through the appropriations process.” Without a long-term reauthorization, doctors and
hospitals have been repeatedly left in limbo, uncertain whether this vital program will continue.

The Conrad State 30 and Physician Access Reauthorization Act, S. 1810, would end that
uncertainty. Our bipartisan bill—which has 26 bipartisan cosponsors, including 13 Democrats
and 13 Republicans—would reauthorize and update the program, including by allowing the
program to expand to meet demand.

Because the program’s authorization is once again set to lapse at the end of the year, we urge you
to ensure that the program is finally reauthorized by including the bipartisan Conrad State 30
and Physician Access Reauthorization Act in any end-of-year package. Doing so will help ensure
that rural and underserved communities continue to benefit from the talents and expertise of
foreign physicians who are eager to serve where they are needed most.

Sincerely,

A, Klodochor Lo N Collisne

Amy KIoBuchar Susan M. Collins
United States Senator United States Senator
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